MENINGOCOCCAL 
DISEASE 
NOTIFICATION 


The Mass. Department of Pub- 
lic health has released informa- 
tion on a bacteria that is spread- 
ing throughout the area. 

Vaccines are recommended for 
anyone under 21 entering college. 

An email has been sent to stu- 
dents linking to more info. 


“BORDER OF 
LIGHTS VIGIL” TO 
BE HELD 


Friday, Oct. 3 the “Border of 
Lights Vigil” will be held in the 
Dominican Republic to comem- 
orate the 77th anniversary of the 
1937 Haitian Massacre. The vigil 
will be led by writer JuliaAlva- 
rez. A local candlelight vigil will 
be held at the same at El Taller at 
375 Essex St. in Lawrence, Mass. 

Contact Lis Espinoza at lespi- 
noza@nece.mass.edu or Justin 
Merced at Justin. Merced@aol. 
com with any questions. 


WHY ARE 
VAMPIRES SEXY? 
NECC English Professor 


Tom Greene will be answering 
the question, “why are vampires 
sexy,” with his talk on vampire al- 
lure taking place at Ayer Library, 
26 East Main St, on Tuesday, 
Oct. 7 at 7 p.m. and at Burlington 
Public Library, 22 Sears St., on 
Thursday, Oct. 16 at 7 p.m. 
Admission is free. 


GRAFFITI ART 
IN THE NECC 


ARTSPACE 


The first exhibit to be dis- 
played in NECC’s ArtSpace this 
semester is work by New York 
artist Jeff Henriquez. 

The art will be on display in 
Bentley Library’s ArtSpace from 
Sept. 30 to Nov. 5. 

A reception was held for the 
artist on Tuesday, Sept, 20 from 3 
p.m, to 5 p.m. 


NECC Is 
RECERTIFIED AS A 
LEADER COLLEGE 


Achieving the Dream has re- 
certified NECC as a leader col- 
lege. 

This means the college is 
nationally recognized as being 
‘successful in helping ‘students 
achieve their goals and become 
successful in life. 
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Maintenance is 
preparing the NECC 
roads and parking 
lots for winter 


By RACHAEL SARCIONE 
Correspondent 

It may seem as though fall has 
just begun but the Maintenance 
Department at NECCs Haverhill 
campus has already begun pre- 
paring for winter. 

Keeping the NECC campus 
safe for students, faculty and staff 
is a year-round job that requires 
careful planning and consider- 
ations for the surrounding area. 

Steve Shepard has spent many 
hours clearing low-hanging tree 
branches that would eventually 
become covered with heavy snow 
and ice. 

Meanwhile, his co-workers 
are getting the leaf-blowers and 
shovels lined up. 

“Once we get the leaves sorted 
out, it’s full march ahead for win- 
ter. It’s definitely a team effort,” 
said Shepard. 

There is one detail about ice 
removal at NECC that is different 
than in other areas of Haverhill. 
The signs on Kenoza Street that 
say “Salt Restricted Area.” 

Due to its close proximity to 
Kenoza Lake, the Haverhill cam- 
pus is considered a salt restricted 
area which prohibits the use of 
rock salt for the purpose of melt- 
ing ice. 

Rock salt contains small bits 
of gravel, which is extremely 
hard and can become lodged in 
the paws of animals. 

Besides the wildlife which 
inhabit the wooded area that sur- 


ECC 
erver _ 


” : x Photo courtesy of the NECC Newsroom and Mike Dean 
Howard Dean, 2004 Democratic presidential candidate and former longtime governor of Vermont came to speak at 


NECC as part of the “Movers, Shakers and Opinion Makers” Speakers Series on Sept. 24 in the Tech Center on 
Haverhill campus. Read about it on page 5. 


NECC eel ak for ice 


Photo by Faith Gregory 


Winter at NECC last year was icy and intense. It was often 
difficult for students and faculty to drive. 


rounds it, Kenoza Lake is home 
to many species of fish. It is also 
the source of Haverhill’s drink- 
ing water. The chemistry of the 
lake would become dangerously 
altered by allowing the use of 
rock salt on roads and walkways 
nearby. 

“T love going fishing there,” 
said Ashley Jacobson of New- 
buryport. “I’m glad NECC is 
doing their part to protect the en- 
vironment.” Jacobson, 29, is an 
architect who frequently works in 
Essex County. 

She is familiar with salt re- 
stricted areas and usually advises 
homeowners to use animal-safe 
products for melting ice on their 
property. 

Robert Donna, a Home Depot 
associate is already stocking the 
shelves with alternative products 
for melting ice and is ready to ed- 


ucate his customers on the impor- 
tance of choosing a product that 
is safe for the environment and 
pets. 

“Tce-Melt is the most popular 
one and we almost ran out com- 
pletely last winter. Had to get 
some shipped down from Maine,” 
said Donna. 

Ice-Melt is a non-salt product 
containing Calcium Chloride and 
is engineered to generate heat. 

The NECC maintenance crew 
has a lot of experience with Ice- 
Melt and is prepared to keep 
plenty of it within reach this win- 
ter. And by the way it sounds, we 
are in store for a messy one. 

“We'll be clearing snow at 4 
a.m. if we need to,” said Shepard. 

Maintenance will do what it 
takes to keep us all safe this win- 
ter. 
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The NECC 
Observer writes for 


its community 

Newspapers have more than 
one function. They serve to in- 
form, create engagement, provide 
a voice for a community, some- 
times entertain, and function as 
watchdogs against corruptions 
and abuses in a community. Free 
publicity is not among these 
functions. 

Journalists report on the good 
and the bad to accurately com- 
municate the state of affairs. As a 
basic mechanism of the value of 
news, readers need to be able to 
trust that the things the paper tells 
them are true, and that reporters 
aren’t deliberately leaving out in- 
formation that they could reason- 
ably predict a reader would want 
to know about the topic. 

The NECC Observer is a free- 
press, student run newspaper, 
funded by the college to provide 
real world experience for stu- 
dents. 

Only students write the paper. 
The faculty and administration do 
not have say or influence in what 
the students write. This includes 
the faculty adviser for the NECC 


The NECC Observer is free-press and student run 


editorial discretion to avert ob- 
vious and potentially catastroph- 
ic errors. Apart from that, she is 
here to provide guidance and su- 
pervise production. 

News has been in a bad state 
for the past 13 years or so, so we 
can understand where students, 
faculty, staff and administration 
might have come to misunder- 
stand or incorrectly infer our 
functions and goals. 

We realize that this is no lon- 
ger common, but as students, in 
our education and preparing for 
the best possible version of our 
future, we at the NECC Observer 
are committed to ethical, trans- 
parent reporting. 

Free press means that sto- 
ries are written for the sake of 
news and information value. The 
NECC Observer does not write 
for the school, and it does not 
write for its advertisers. We write 
for the community and for the 
students and employees who are 
a part of it. 

For folks at NECC who would 
like the Observer to cover their 
business or event in exactly the 
way you would like, with maxi- 
mum oversight and verification, 
we sell ads in several sizes. De- 
tails at observer@necc.mass.edu. 


Observer, who has only limited 
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I WANT YOU TO COVER MY EVENT. BUT I WANT ALL 
YOUR COVERAGE TO BE COMPLETELY FAVORABLE, 
ANDO I WANT YOU TO LET ME READ THE COVERAGE 
IN ADVANCE, SO I CAN MAKE SURE EVERYTHING 
YOU'RE SAYING IS ACCEPTABLE. AND I DON’T WANT 
YOU TO USE THE WORDS “COMPLEX,” “FISSURE” OR 
“EGG.” ANO I WANT YOU TO CALL ME A GENIUS, 
BUT, LIKE, IN A WAY THAT YOU REALLY MEAN IT, 
QKAY? AND I WANT YOU TO INSERT THIS PRE-welTs 


Roaming Reporter 


What is your favorite 


“Intro to Western music 
history class” 


JOHN Hayes 
Liberal Arts Major 


“Improvisation, voice 
and movement” 
MIcHAEL Ross 

LA: Theater option 


class this semester? 


“Sociology, I guess.” 


PauL KELLY 
Philosophy and Psychology 


“Photography” 


Mary Lyons 
Photography 


“Modern dance” 


MIKAELA ANGERS 
Dance Major 


4 


“College reading” 


JONATHAN HARTMAN 
Deaf Studies major 


0. 
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Budgeting spending can be. difficult 


Here are some tips 
on how to save 


money in college. 
ByASHLEE Rose FERRANTE 
Opinion Editor 

One thing we can all agree 
on is that college isn’t cheap. 
Whether it be books or supplies, 
the price tag is pretty high. How- 
ever, it’s the small purchases that 
really add up. 


through the drive thru. My order 
consist of a wake up wrap, hash 
browns, and a large ice coffee. 
The total comes roughly under 
$6. That’s $30 a week! 

I surveyed 20 other college 
students to see where they stand 
when it comes to off campus 
spending. Out of the 20 students, 
5 of them also said they go to 
Dunks before classes. 

A good money saving tip is to 
make coffee at home. I put it to 


(Sg 
With gas, car insurence and car payments 


I barely have any money left. 
- Ryan Beauguard 


SS ere 


“With gas, car insurance and 
car payments I barely, have any 
money left,” said NECC student 
Ryan Beauguard. 

I decided to take a look at my 
bank statements to see where my 
money goes. The first thing that 
came up was Dunkin Donuts; it 
looks like I live there. 

Usually everyday, especially 
when I have classes, I am going 


the test to see how much I would 
be saving. 

I bought a bag of Dunks french 
vanilla coffee for $6.00, cream 
for $1.50 and sugar for $1.50. I 
saved $21 a month. That’s a half 
a tank of gas. 

Gas was another high cost on 
my bank statement. Each week, I 
spent around $40 to fill my tank. 
There aren’t too many ways to 


save on gas, but I suggest going 
to gas stations that have reward 
cards. 

Sunoco gas station has a re- 
ward system where customers 
can save money on gas depending 
on how many points they have. 

Customers earn points by buy- 
ing necessities from the store like 
snacks or drinks. Customers can 
save up to 30 cents per gallon. 

Out of the 20 students, all of 
them said they spend most of 
their money at the gas station. 

Jessica Palmer, a student at 
NECC said, “I always find my- 
self aimlessly swiping my card 
for coffee, gas, and monotonous 
things like snacks at school, or 
random things at CVS like a wa- 
ter bottle and stupid stuff like 
that, things I could easily get for 
free at my house, and I’m just too 
lazy.” 

I couldn’t agree more with 
Jessica. I buy so many things that 
I don’t need but still feel the need 
to buy it anyways. 

Virginia D’Olimpio, a UMA- 
SS Amherst student, said, “I al- 
ways spend money on off campus 
restaurants like Panera instead of 
cooking myself.” 


People ponder campus 


parking payin nts” 


Many students still 
do not support the 


campus parking fee 
By Henry BREWSTER 
Correspondent 

Despite the initial oppositions 
that many students and faculty 
presented a year ago when the 
parking passes became mandato- 
ry, people are generally now ac- 
commodating of the $8.50 it costs 
to park on NECC’s campus. 

There are still outliers who 
refuse to pay for parking sheer- 
ly on principle, one anonymous 
student stating, “it’s too much to 
keep track of: books, tuition, sup- 


|. plies, parking. They should put it 


all under one bill.” This is a luxu- 
ry that even most private schools 
don’t enjoy. 

Parking passes helped fund 
the sanding of the parking lots 
during the winter, a necessary ac- 
tion, due to restrictions on using 


Photo by Faith Gregory 


Public safety is responsible for making sure each car has 


an up-to-date parking pass. 


pavement. 

For new pupils, the parking 
pass doesn’t come as much of a 
shock, particularly since many 
other schools, such as UMass 


PPE wr erate.) ees = 


I was finishing my last semester when they began 
issuing parking passes, and I was a little peeved there 


was yet another thing I had to pay for. 
- Coty Markee 


$35 


salt as an ice deterrent because of 
water-body proximity issues. 

“Tt’s not that big a deal as long 
as it’s helping keep students safe” 
said Luke Miller, 22, a current 
student at NECC. 

Parking pass payments also 
helped to fund repairs in the 


Lowell, or North Shore also re- 
quire paid passes to park on cam- 
pus. 

“T was finishing my last se- 
mester when they began issuing 
parking passes, and I was a lit- 
tle peeved there was yet another 
thing I had to pay for,” said Coty 


Markee, 23, alumni of NECC. 

When parking passes became 
required, students were frustrated 
that there were no free lots avail- 
able close to campus. 

As a result of the parking 
passes, traffic through the back 
lot at the Science Building has 
significantly increased, security 
reports. 

Due to the ticketing program 
and threats of being towed, stu- 
dents who still refuse to purchase 
passes have now found them- 
selves parking on the opposite 
side of the Haverhill campus 
from most classrooms, saving 
their eight dollars and walking a 
little farther to class. 


Do you feel like extra college expesnes are leaving you left 


with no extra money? 


Photo by Ashlee Rose Ferrante 


Transition 


Going from a two- 
year school to a 
four-year school is a 
big change 


By MATT GINGRAS 


Foreign Correspondent 

UMASS Amherst is so differ- 
ent. 

I attended NECC for three 
years. For two, I was on staff at 
the Observer. 

During those two years, those 
four semesters, I met people 
from all walks of life. I worked 
in Athletics, did orientations for 
Student Engagement, was friend- 
ly with Public Relations. I knew 
almost everyone. 

Fast forward three months 
since graduation, and it’s like 
starting all over again. 

I came to the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst on Aug. 
29. I was terrified to start over 
again. I didn’t have any friends 
that came here, I didn’t know any- 
one here beforehand and I didn’t 
really know what to expect. I was 
afraid of class difficulty. I was 
afraid to fail. 

As it turns out, those were silly 
fears. Let me say one thing about 
the transition to a living at a four- 
year school: if you try hard at 
Northern Essex, really try, classes 
are no different. 

NECC helped me skip a re- 
quired 300-level course. The 
journalism program, Mary Jo 
Shafer especially, prepared me as 
well as anyone could have. 

I’m taking four journalism 
classes and so far everything 
we’ve gone over, Mary Jo has al- 
ready taught me. 

While the academic side of 


school is similar, the social aspect 
is where everything gets crazy. 

Living at school is such a dif- 
ferent experience than attending a 
community college. 

At NECC, I had my share of 
friends around campus. It’s such 
a small school that having two 
or three people in the same few 
classes isn’t uncommon. 

While my biggest class is 
only 30 people, all of my suitem- 
ates are in the large lecture-style 
classes that can boast higher than 
200. 

For someone who had around 
25 students in every class for 
three years, that boggled my 
mind. 

Transferring in also unfortu- 
nately puts students at a disad- 
vantage. Everyone in my year has 
had two years of getting to know 
each other. 

Whether they met in class, at a 
game, or at a party, it seems like 
everyone in journalism knows 
everyone else. In a way, it’s the 
same thing at NECC. But trying 
to break in and show them what 
you have is harder. 

It’s been a month, and I’m en- 
joying it. I miss Northern Essex. 

I learned a lot there and made 
many friends that I still cherish. 
But the challenges of UMass Am- 
herst are something I welcome 
with each passing day. 

NECC taught me how to break 
apart and excel. In a month, I’ve 
found an on-campus job, an in- 
ternship and started writing for 
the campus magazine. 

If you’re patient, NECC will 
teach you to do it too. 
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Pasamatto wins presidential seat 


In a three person 
race, Passamatto 


comes out on top 
By Cuap GorHAM 
News Editor 

Donna Passemato, an ex- 
ercise science major, won the 
presidents office in the NECC 
Student Senate on Wednesday, 
Sept. 24. She defeated Carlos 
Vasquez, a business transfer ma- 
jor and Jorge “Jeremy” Collado, 
a business transfer major. 

When Passemato was nom- 
inated for president, she ran on 
her past leadership experience 
saying she will bring leadership 
skills she has learned as a base- 
ball coach when her children 
were young and still coaching 
today in the community and as 
a manager in her past life in the 
restaurant world. 

She emphasized her involve- 
ment in campus activities and 
volunteering and promised a 
commitment to continued in- 
volvement. 

“T am always the first to jump 
in and volunteer for events when 
help is needed,” she said. 

She says her first priority is 
to keep lines open between Law- 


rence and Haverhill. She has been 
involved in both campuses, and 
wants everyone to work together 
as one school, as opposed to two 
campuses in two different cities. 
“I want to keep everyone’s 
ideas open, no matter what camps 


Last year was a great year, but we lost 
focus. 


more. 

Collado ran on more of help- 
ing and uniting the ESL students 
on campus. As an ESL student 
himself he was concerned that 
they were being left out. Night 
students were another one of his 


- Carlos Vasquez 


it comes from,” said Passemato. 

Vasquez ran on a different 
stance. He had three key words: 
advocate, engage, and awareness. 
Vasquez felt as president he could 
properly run the meetings using 
“Roberts Rules of Order.” He 
wanted to be president of the sen- 
ate because he is deeply involved 
in NECC and also wants to be 
prepared for leadership when he 
moves on as from NECC. 

“T also want to be the ear to 
the students and faculty,” said 
Vasquez. 

Vazquez also agreed that the 
campuses need to work together 


unable ade connect with the 


x Seely Stat E by press time. > 


Ifyou know or here anything 
cant dite on the: 
Bean campus let the 
know by 


“sng at Ob 


45 


concerns because they don’t feel 
like they are part of the college 
community. He did not seem to 
want to get the sports teams more 
involved. 

Possamatto was against not 
involving sports. She said “The 
senate represents all students.” 

Collado was interested in hay- 
ing changes happen on campus. 
He wanted students to be happy 
and for student senate to leave an 
impression on students. Collado 
said, “I want to make good ideas 
happen.” 

Questions that arose from oth- 
er senators for the nominees had 
different topics. For Collado sen- 
ators were concerned with his in- 
volvement on both the Lawrence 
and Haverhill campuses. 

The Lawrence senators said, 
we never really seen him on that 
campus and questioned him about 
being involved in both campuses. 
Collado said, “I don’t go to that 
campus because I do not have any 
classes there but I will make an 
effort to get to Lawrence more.” 

Asked, “How do you plan on 
keeping the senate focused and 
unified?” Vazquez responded 


Photo by Courtsey of Donna Pasamatto 


Kelsey Terry the student trustee and Donna Pasamatto the 
President of the Student Senate pose for a picture. 


with “Last year was a great year 
but we lost focus. Committees 
failed to discuss outside business 
and discussed it in the meetings. 
Those issues should not be in the 
senate. I will create committees 
and run the meetings properly.” 
Asked by Collado, “How do 
you plan on running the meet- 
ings?” Passamato stated, “I will 
look at procedures and follow 
them in a professional manner. | 


_ may not know all the procedures 


but this is a learning experience.” 

Asked, “What do you plan on 
doing about speaking to senators 
who miss meetings or have bad 
grades?”Passamato said, “If that 
is part of my job responsibility 
then I will do it.” 

With the victory Passama- 
to wants students to know, “I 
believe it is about time we start 
some excitement around here and 
promote what a campus experi- 
ence should look like, and feel 


like. 

That is my number one goal 
as the president of the senate 
in which I respect, and want to 
make clear. I, and we the senate 
are here for the student body. -I 
personally want to emphasize 
enthusiasm. School experience 
is twofold, work hard play hard. 
Let’s support our clubs, athletics, 
drama clubs, debate teams, etc. 
all who make up the NECC Stu- 
dent body.” 

The other seats that were filled 
were: Vice President of’ Haver- 
hill, Josephine Sebagisha, a bi- 
ology major, and of Lawrence 
Wandy Polo, Treasurer, Maryann 
O’Connell, Marketing Chair, Jas- 
mine Polanco, Secretary, Crystal 
Pringle, Parliamentarian, Carlos 
Vasquez, Haverhill Programing 
Chair, Samuel Beverage, and 
Program Chair from Lawrence, — 
Lisa Eyssallenne. 


NECC students study abroad. 


NECC students go to 
Bath Spa University 


in Bath, England 
NECC Newsroom 
Correspondent 

On Wednesday, Sept. 17, three 
Northern Essex Community Col- 
lege students left for a semester 
in Bath, England. The group is 
the first to participate in a new in- 
ternational-education articulation 
agreement with Bath Spa Univer- 
sity, which was signed last fall. 

Krishana Abrahim, a liberal 
arts, biology option major, from 
Boston; Brett Gates, a criminal 
justice major from Amesbury; 
and Colin Sarff, a liberal arts, 
theater major from Newburyport, 
along with three students from 
Middlesex Community College, 
will be studying at the English 
university while living with host 
families. 

“We hope this will be the first 
of a long line of Northern Essex 
students who will study at Bath 
Spa University,” said Marcy Yea- 
ger, director of cultural and inter- 
national studies at NECC. “We 
are already recruiting now for 


next fall.” 

Students will take courses 
such as British Literature, Human 
Health and Nutrition, Crime Psy- 
chology, and more. They can take 
up to six courses a semester while 
at Bath Spa university and choose. 
to stay for a semester or for two 
years. 

Bath is only ninety minutes 
west of London and two hours 
east of some of England’s most 
beautiful beaches. The location of 
the University makes it easy for 
students to travel by road, rail or 
air to explore the UK, Ireland and 
other parts of Europe. 

Gates, who will be traveling 
abroad for the first time, said 
when he heard about the study 
abroad program he “jumped on 
it.” 

Sarff is no stranger to travel- 
ing. He has been to Italy three 
times, as well as France, and Ha- 
waii. 

Abrahim was born in Trinidad 
Tobego where she lived for one 
year before moving to America. 
Abrahim has always been in- 
terested in studying abroad and 
plans to transfer to Northeastern 
University after receiving an as- 


sociate degree from NECC. 

“ NECC has been growing its 
international studies programs 
over the last few years, says Yea- 


ger. 

Students can take NECC 
courses that include a capstone 
experience requiring studying 


for up to two weeks abroad. Past 
courses have featured sciences in 
Belize and Ecuador, archeology 
in Turkey, and plans are being de- 
veloped for business, economics, 
and literature courses. 

Students can also work with 
Yeager to apply for semester-long 
study abroad experiences to other 
countries. 

Generally students travel 
alone to a foreign university and 
NECC works to make sure their 
course work aligns with NECC 
graduation requirements. _ 

For more information about 
NECC’s articulation agreement 
with Bath Spa University or other 
study abroad opportunities, con- 
tact Marcy Yeager, NECC direc- 
tor of cultural and international 
studies myeager@necc.mass.edu 
or 978-556-3326. 
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Howard Dean speaks at NECC 


Former Gov. Dean 
spoke to NECC 
students about 


change 
By FairH GREGORY 
Editor-in-chief 


Howard Dean, former six- 
term governor of Vermont and 
2004 Democratic primary presi- 
dential candidate, spoke to NECC 
students Wednesday, Sept. 24. 

“This is a new program, a 
speakers series, ‘Movers, Shak- 
ers and Opinion makers,’ and 
he’s the one who inaugurated it 
today,” said Richard Padova, a 
government professor at NECC 
and coordinator of the series. 

“T hope to have two more, at 
least two more between now and 
April of 2015.” 

William Cox, the chairman of 
the NECC Board of Trustees, in- 
troduced the event. Padova gave 


the formal introduction for Dean. 

“T looked him up on the inter- 
net, basically, and I located where 
he works, where he’s a consul- 
tant, sent him an email, and then 
made all the arrangements with 
his secretary. There was a lot of 
emails and phone calls back and 
forth... details had to be worked 
out, coming up with the day and a 


He graduated Yale with a B.A. 
in political science in 1971, and 
he received his medical degree 
from Albert Einstein College of 
Medicine in 1978. 

“[Padova] just wrote me out of 
the blue. I don’t usually do things 
like this, and I wasn’t going to. 
But then it turned out I was in 
Boston last night, and as soon as I 


The world is actually getting better ... it’s 
hard to see when you’re 20 years old. 
- Howard Dean 
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time,” said Padova. 

Dean is known for founding 
the grassroots organization De- 
mocracy for America and for rev- 
olutionizing the use of the inter- 
net in campaigning. 


E 
Turnout to see Howard Dean speak at NEGe was arge, 


and students asked questions on political points. 


'C Newsroom 


realized that, and this was practi- 
cally right on the way home, and 
I figured ‘it’s an extra two hours, 
so what?’” said Dean. 

Dean opened the talk with 
optimism, and he held that opti- 
mism throughout. 

“The world is actually getting 
better... it’s hard to see that when 
you’re 20 years old,” said Dean. 

Dean spoke about how stu- 
dents of the generation often 
known as “millennials,” a gen- 
eration Dean calls the, “first glo- 
bals,” have changed society and 
can change society. 

“Community colleges are a 
big deal. We talked about: this 
generation being disrupters in us- 
ing technology. Community col- 
leges are the disrupters of higher 
education. 

“Higher education is much too 
expensive, and there’s a market 
solution, and it’s places like this. 
Kids who come here and pay like 
4,000 dollars for a year’s tuition, 
or whatever it is -- something like 
that, are going to force four year 
colleges to drop their prices. And 
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Dean spoke in the Hartleb Technology Center on Sept. 24. 


I think that’s the way it should 
be,” said Dean. 

Dean spoke about how the 
new generation uses the internet, 
online petitions and communi- 
cation, to enact change within 
society. He touched on points in- 
cluding net neutrality, intellectual 
property rights, inner city educa- 
tion and economic systems. 

NECC students were given the 
opportunity to ask questions af- 
ter the talk. Students brought up 
topics such as the Citizens Unit- 
ed decision, U.S. prison systems, 
police militarization and Edward 
Snowden. 

When speaking about how to 
be successful, Dean said. “I think 
A., you have to work very hard 
and B., always listen to your in- 
ner sense of right and wrong. And 
even that won’t be good enough. 
I’ve been blessed in three ways. 

“J had a great mentor, all of 
them were women actually. I had 


two women chiefs of staff who 
weren’t afraid to tell me what I 
needed to do. And I had a wife 
who didn’t care about politics, 
which turned out to be a great 
blessing. 

“She didn’t care if I succeeded 
in politics or not, she just want- 
ed me to be true to who I was. 
And when I wasn’t quite strong 
enough to do that, she reminded 
me. And that’s a big deal,” Dean 
said. 

“You really need someone 
with you on the journey who’s 
going to keep you from making 
decisions that you might oth- 
erwise make that wouldn’t be 
right,” said Dean. 

“It’s pretty unusual to find 
somebody, and I’m not one of 
those somebodies, who doesn’t 
cut corners. Or doesn’t want to 
cut corners. It’s really tempting, 
and you’re almost always better 
off in the long run if you don’t.” 


Andover quota scholarship assists NECC Deaf Studies student 


NECC student 

Lina Garcia Kosko 
earned a substantial 
shcolarship 


By NECC Newsroom 
Correspondent 

Little did Lina Garcia Kosko 
know growing up in Colombia 
that her sister’s profound deaf- 
ness would shape her own career 
path. 

But, it did. Today the 27 year- 
old Watertown resident is en- 
rolled in Northern Essex Com- 
munity College’s deaf studies 
program where she is laying the 
foundation to become an Ameri- 
can Sign Language (ASL) inter- 
preter. 

The mother of two girls, seven 
and two-years-old, she will grad- 
uate with an associate degree in 
May. She currently holds a 3.9 
GPA. 

Garcia Kosko has been recog- 
nized for her academic achieve- 
ments by the Andover Quota 


Club, with a $1,500 scholarship. 

The Andover Quota Club has 
been funding a scholarship for an 
NECC student in the deaf studies 
program for more than 20 years. 
Quota Club International has 
been championing the hearing 
impaired for well over 90 years. 

She is one of 250 NECC stu- 
dents overall to share nearly 
$200,000 in scholarship money 
for the 2014-2015 academic year. 

The majority of scholarships 
range from $500 to $1,500 and 
come from a variety of sources, 
including private donors, memo- 
rial donations, local businesses, 
and private foundations. 

“This scholarship is obviously 
a huge help,” she says. “It is fi- 
nancially beneficial for me so that 
I can continue to move forward 
with my education.” 

She was presented with the 
scholarship by Quota Club mem- 
bers Susan Smith, who sits on the 
Quota Club scholarship commit- 
tee, and Mary Beth Nason, the 
current Quota Club president, 
when they visited the Haverhill 
campus. 


Her story really began before 
she was born. Her older sister 
was born profoundly deaf. Garcia 
Kosko was born into a household 
that knew little about raising a 
deaf child and knew less about 
the deaf community. 

Nearly 15 years ago her sister 


ko, her mom and another sister 
also had arrived in America. 

The entire family learned En- 
glish while her sister had the add- 
ed pressure of learning ASL. 

Garcia Kosko progressed and 
went on to graduate from North 
High School in Worcester and 
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This scholarship is obviously a huge help. 


- Lina Garcia Kosko 
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and dad traveled to America so 
she could be “fixed” with a co- 
chlear implant. 

After being enrolled in the 
Learning Center for the Deaf in 
Framingham her sister and the 
rest of the family learned to be 
proud of her deafness. Eventual- 
ly, her sister declined the cochlear 
implant. 

During this time, Garcia Kos- 


earned a medical assistant associ- 
ate degree from Hesser College. 

It was not unusual for her to 
be asked to translate English to 
Spanish or vice versa. One day a 
colleague noted that if she learned 
ASL she could be trilingual. 

With that as an incentive, she 
enrolled in NECC’s Deaf Studies 
program. 

“J love the program,” she says. 


“Tt is amazing to see how all the 
classes connect with my life and 
all that I have been through with 
my big sister. Even though I have 
had a sibling in the deaf culture, 
I never understood it. This helps 
me understand.” 

Once she graduates from 
NECC, Garcia Kosko will work 
toward her bachelor’s degree in 
Interpreting from Framingham 
State University. 

Her ideal job, she says, will be 
to work as a trilingual interpreter 
within the Spanish community. 

NECC offers Associate of Arts 
Degrees in Deaf Studies and Deaf 
Studies: Interpreting Transfer. 
NECC also offers a deaf studies 
certificate. 

These programs are designed 
for individuals interested in a 
career that involves providing 
services to the deaf and hard of 
hearing community 

These programs prepare stu- 
dents to either enter the workforce 
directly or transfer.to a four-year 
bachelor’s degree program. 
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‘Real Women Have Curves’ 


Opening of ‘Real 
Women Have Curves’ 
was a huge success 


By KELLy SCHWING 


Correspondent 

A stage reading of “Real Wom- 
en Have Curves” was performed 
Saturday, Sept. 20, in the Chester 
W. Hawrylciw Theatre. 

The two-act stage production 
is set in a sewing factory in the 
garment district of Los Angeles 
in the late 1980s. 

It gets into issues of gender 
politics, women’s sexuality, body 
image, education and the fears of 
being an undocumented worker. 

Being a stage reading, the five 
female leads and the male nar- 


rator were left to use their voic- 
es and slight gestures to set the 
scene for their audience. 

Audience member, Robert 
Mantegani, fourth-year English 
literature major at NECC, has 
been active with the Top Notch 
Players for four years and came 
just to watch for once. 

Mantegani had never seen a 
stage reading before. “I thought it 
was very cool. It left a lot to the 
imagination but the actresses did 
a great job of painting a picture 
for me.” 

Another member of the audi- 
ence, Traeger Domoretsky, sec- 
ond-year journalism major, had 
never been to a Top Notch pro- 
duction. 

“The ladies were great. I don’t 


speak any Spanish but whenev- 
er there was a line or two of it 
I could still get what they were 
saying from the feeling they put 
out.” 


have never guessed it but, it was 
harder.” 

Pichardo has performed in 
three stage productions since 
coming to NECC but admitted 


...the actresses did a great job of painting 
a picture for me. 
- Robert Mantegani 


Playing Ana Garcia, recent 
high school graduate and pro- 
gressive woman, was Kiara Pich- 
ardo, second-year theater major 
at NECC, “I had never done a 
stage reading before and I would 


that having the script in front of 
her made things harder because 
it’s tempting to rely solely on it. 
Even though Pichardo speaks 
Spanish, she was intrigued by the 
differences in dialect and termi- 


Top Notch Players 


Top Notch 
Players welcomes 


new members 
By EmiLty MARSDEN 


Correspondent 

While the Top Notch Players 
of NECC are currently rehearsing 
for their upcoming play, “Front” 
by Robert Caisley, they welcome 
several actors into their commu- 
nity. 

“This is my first semester, as 
well as my first time acting with 
the Top Notch Players at NECC” 
says freshman theater major Jon 
Gray, who plays Tom Gently, a 
young cockney-English boy liv- 
ing in 1940s London. 

“Everything, since day one, 
was exactly what I was looking 
for. Everyone was so welcoming 
and it’s not difficult at all to find 
friends and to be a part of some- 
thing in the group.” 

“I deeply enjoy being a part of 
this community,” says Gray. “It’s 
a very welcoming environment 
for both experienced and new ac- 
tors alike. ... I really do think Jim 
and Susan [directors] know what 
they’re doing.” 


Another freshman theater ma- 
jor, Allison Catanzaro, who plays 
Mrs. Briggs, a flamboyant up- 
per-class woman, is also pleased 
with her welcome into the theater 
group. 

“It is probably one of the best 
decisions I have ever made. Ev- 
eryone was so welcoming and the 
veterans of the Top Notch Play- 
ers are helpful, especially when 
it came to my first auditions. It 
is and will continue to be a great 


people we have in class with us, 
and its quite easy to make them 
feel welcome.” 

See the Top Notch Players 
perform Front, a drama about the 
tragedies and horrors of World 
War II, from Nov. 7 to Nov. 16 at 
the Haverhill campus. 

Show times are listed in the 
box to the left. 

The group also welcomes par- 
ticipation in non-acting roles, 
such as set design, props and cos- 
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It’s a very welcoming environment for 
both experienced and new actors alike. 
- Jon Gray 


_ 


experience.” 

The Top Notch Players pride 
themselves on their open and 
welcoming environment, as well 
as their top notch performances. 

Michael Ross, second year 
theater major and member, says, 
“we are a group that helps each 
other, and have great connections 
with one another. There are new 


tumes. 

No experience or preparation 
is neceSsary to attend one of the 
Tech times listed in the box to the 
left. 

For more information, contact 
Jim Murphy at jmurphy@necc. 
mass.edu, ssanders@necc.mass. 
edu, or ‘like’ the Top Notch Play- 
ers on Facebook. 


Visual Communication 
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Photo by Kim Whiting 


“The History of Visual Communication” is on display on the third floor of the B building. 


nology with the characters being 
specifically from Mexico. 

The cast performed at Law- 
rence High School on Friday 
morning, the NECC Lawrence 
campus on Friday night and Sat- 
urday night the final performance 
was at the Haverhill campus. 

Admission to the stage read- 
ing was free to the public but any 
donations made at intermission 
were donated to the Lawrence 
High School theatre group. 

Up next for the Top Notch 
Players is Robert Caisley’s 
“Front” in November. 

It is a two-act stage perfor- 
mance set in England post-Blitz- 
krieg. 

To stay updated, ‘like’ the Top 
Notch Players, on Facebook. 


The Cast of 
‘Fronv 


Judith Gentlly played by 
Hannah Heckman-McKenna 


Frank Gently played by 
John Rodgers 


Angie Gently played by 
Katie Formosi 


Tom Gently played by 
John Gray 


Joan played by 
Kiara Pickardo 


Brian & flag Soldier + played 
by Gabby Cordero 


Alister + played by 
Benigno Agosto 


J.C. Smuts played by 
Rob Mantegani 


Mr. Mann played by 
Christian Doyle 


Mrs. Briggs played by 
Ally Catanzaro 


Mr. Briggs played by 
Conor Miller 


Mrs. Hilyard + played by 
Kelly Schwing 


Viv + played by 
Patricia Ramirez 


Sir Charles & Frakker played 
by Michael Ross 


Lucy & Mrs. Kyme played by 
Rossibel Kurz 


Aussie Soldier played by 
Paul Kelly 


Angie’s Soldier played by 
Trevon Gilcrist 


Nellie + played by 
Ari Crawford 


Mira + played by 
Sarah Bird 


Sheila + played by 
Stephanie Bisono 


Bela played by 
Luisa Jimenez 
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A new ice cream, 
sorbetto, and gelato 
shop is now open at 


NECC’ Riverwalk 
Lawrence campus. 


By CuristInA HILLNER 
Staff Writer 


As you walk in through En- 
trance K at NECC’s campus at 
Riverwalk, just down the hall is 
the newly opened Scooptopia. 
Greeted by bright colors and an 
outdoorsy theme, Scooptopia of- 
fers a variety of ice creams, ge- 
lato, and sorbetto all homemade! 

Owners’ Karen 
Small and her hus- 
band Frank opened 
Scooptopia in 2011 
where it originated 
in Downtown Java 
Joe’s at Methuen 
Square in Methuen, 
Mass. 

They had a one 
year lease in Down- 
town Java Joe’s, and left when 
the lease was up and the shop 
| then became Gemma’s Cafe. 

Since they left, Karen and 
Frank never stopped looking for 
a place to reopen their business. 

“We never left the business, 
we just had no place to go. We 


| erwalk. 


had all of our equipment, and 
were just keeping our options 
open,” says Karen. 

Karen came upon the space 
where the Coffee Cann used to 
be. It was a decent size area, and 
had the amenities that could fit 
their equipment. 

“T saw the space, talked to my 
husband, then contacted The Riv- 
erwalk to lease the space,” says 
Small. 

Right away Karen and her hus- 
band got to work, and construc- 
tion went underway in January. 

“My husband sketched out 
what we wanted. A farm theme 
with green grass,” says Small. 

They hired an architect who 
helped to find a tin roof and re- 
claimed wood. They put it togeth- 


I want to stand out, that’s why I’m always 
trying to make new different flavors... 


- Karen Small 
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er and it turned out the way Karen 
and Frank wanted it to be. 

When first walking into 
Scooptopia the customer is greet- 
ed by the counter in the form of a 
barn with the tin roof stretching 
outward, and with wood above. 

Surrounding the walls is 


Photo by Christina Hillne’ 
| The barn theme for Scooptopia shows off it’s tin roof and surrounding wood. 


| Owner Karen Small, standing behind the counter of Scooptopia at the 


wood, and to the left is what ap- 
pears to be a barn window. To the 
right is a mural of 
an ice cream sun- 
dae floating down 
a chocolate river 
with mint choco- 
late chip grasses. 

Above the barn 
is blue paint to 
represent the sky, 
and green tile to 
represent grass. A cheerful and 
happy atmosphere. 

“We wanted to bring the out- 
side indoors, and it was lots of 
fun designing and putting it all 
together,” says Small. 

Scooptopia finally opened in 
the beginning of summer in June. 
The hours of operation as of right 

now are Monday 


C i through Friday 


noon to 8 p.m. 

“In the fu- 
ture, we hope 
to expand to the 
weekend, but 
as of right now 
we are holding 
steady,” says 
Small. 

Scooptopia offers many dif- 
ferent flavors of ice creams, sor- 
betto, and gelatos. The flavors are 
always changing month to month 
to keep it fresh, but will always 
have the basics such as chocolate, 
vanilla, or strawberry. 


yo GELATO. TCE ERE Sey 


There are also specials during 
the months. This October, Scoop- 
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I love owning the shop, seeing the 
customers, and catering to their needs. 


- Karen Small 
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topia is offering Caramel Apple,- 
Candy Corn, Pumpkin Whoopie 
Pie, Sweet Potato Marshmallow, 
and possibly Roasted Garlic. 

“We are working on a Surprise 
Trick-O-Treat Bag flavor. It will 
be everything you would normal- 
ly get in a trick-o-treat bag such 
as Hershey’s, Kit Kat, M&M’s, 
Milky Way, and so on. It is just 
finding the right flavors with it 
not being too much,” explains 
Small. 

Scooptopia gets their ingredi- 
ents locally, and internationally. 

“We get our whoopie pies, 
and fruits from Mann’s Orchard, 
for the sorbetto and our whoopie 
pie flavor. The rest of our gelato 
material is imported from Italy,” 
says Small. 

Many people do not know 
the difference between the three 
frozen treats. Ice cream is made 
with cream, unlike gelato which 
is made with milk. 

Some people believe that sor- 


FP Northern Essex 
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Scooptopia now open at the Riverwalk 


bet, and sorbetto are the same 
thing, but they are not. Sorbet is 
made with milk, 
and sorbetto is 
fat free and dairy 
free, made with 
water and fruit. 
The menu offers 
gluten free treats 
which are marked 
by a pink star next 
to the name of the 
flavor. 

The prices are reasonable for 
students, staff, and outside pa- 
trons who come in. A small gela- 
to priced at $3.50 and a small ice 
cream, or sorbetto priced at $4.25. 
With reasonable quantities, they 
offer a small sample spoon to try 
out their different flavors. 

“T want this shop to be differ- 
ent. I want to stand out, that’s why 
I’m always trying to make new 
different flavors such as Roasted 
Garlic, Biscotti, and Dill Pickle. 
It’s a unique process, but it is a 
lot of trial and error,” says Small. 

Reopening Scooptopia, has 
been a fun process for Karen and 
Frank. It took lots of effort, but 
they’re now being rewarded for 
the hard work. 

“T love owning the shop, see- 
ing the customers, and catering to 
their needs,” says Small. 


Scooptopia is located in the 
Riverwalk at Entrance K down a 
short hallway. 
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Meet the President’s Running Club 


The President's 
Running Club has 
options for more 


than just athletes 
By Repecca WESTERMAN 
Features Editor 

The President’s Running Club 
held its first meeting on Monday, 
Sept. 22 at noon in the Sport and 
Fitness Center. 

The club is run by NECC Pres- 
ident Lane Glenn and Coach Jeff 
Bickford, who does the Couch to 
5k portion of the club. 

The great thing about the run- 
ning club is the diversity of exer- 
cise options it offers to its mem- 
bers, students or staff who are not 
runners already. They can acquire 
the necessary conditioning and 
experience by participating in the 
Couch to 5k with Bickford, and 
seasoned runners can keep train- 
ing for a Sk race with Glenn. 

The Campus Classic is run in 
the spring at NECC, scheduled 
for May 2 2015. It is a 5k and 
Fun Run certified by USATF, and 
has been made a part of the Su- 


per Iron Series by the Merrimack 
Valley Striders. 

The Campus Classic is great 
because proceeds benefit the 
NECC Annual Fund which pro- 
vides support for student schol- 
arships and academic programs. 
The President’s Running Club is 
a wonderful way of preparing its 
members for the annual race in 
the spring, especially after they 
complete the Feaster Five on 
Nov. 27. 

The President’s Running Club 
has been in operation for 3 years, 


People accomplish their first mile 
or other goals,” said Bickford. 
The Couch to 5k participants 
have an opportunity to achieve a 
goal they might not have thought 
themselves capable of through 
the club. “I get to enjoy that be- 
cause I get people that don’t think 
they can run, but they become 
runners.” said Bickford. 

Bickford said of a student last 
semester, “She was going out and 
thinking she wouldn’t be able to 
do it. By then end she moved right 
up next to the runners. Everyone 
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I get people that don’t think they can run 


but they become runners. 
- Jeff Bickford 


$5 


since the beginning of 2011. “We 
not only want people academical- 
ly fit but physically fit as well,” 
said Glenn. 

“We seem to have a group of 
30 or so people each semester 
and we get a lot of new people. 


always surprises themselves if 
they’ve never run before.” 

The club schedule was dis- 
tributed on the first meeting. 
Intermediate and advanced run- 
ners received a separate handout 
schedule and the Couch to 5k 
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Photos by Rebecca Westerman 
Top left: Lane Glenn addressing 
club members. 


Bottom left: Jeff Bickford and Lane 


Glenn. 


Top right: Lane Glenn running with 
members of the advanced group. 


Bottom right: Jeff Bickford walking 
with members of the Couch to 5k 


group. 


runners got a schedule from Cool 
Running detailing a workout de- 
scription, a personal goals sheet 
and a weekly routine. 

Both routines include running 
tips, for more advanced runners. 
The “Campus Loop” is a 1.05 
mile lap around campus, mostly 
on sidewalks. In the duration of 
the club participants will have the 
opportunity to run through Keno- 
za Lake, which is 4.64 miles. 

This semester there is a brand 
new branch of the club being in- 
troduced, which is a walking club 
run by Diana Mele, Professor of 
Deaf Student and Human Ser- 
vices. 

This is a brand new endeavor 
for the President’s Running Club 
for people who want to eventual- 
ly run but need to take a slower 
inital pace. “We’re gonna walk 
until we can run,” said Mele. 

Each semester the club tries 
to incorporate something new to 
give a broader range of students 
and faculty members a chance to 
be a part of the club. 

Any student or faculty mem- 
ber can join the running club, as 
long as they show up on time and 


wear appropriate clothing to be 
active in. 

Locker rooms are available in 
the Sport and Fitness Center for 
changing before and after runs, 
lockers are also available for per- 
sonal belongings and members 
are encouraged to bring their 
own locks or get assigned a lock- 
er by contacting Maria Hom at 
mhom@necc.mass.edu. 

Members of the club get a free 
entry to the Feaster Five Race if 
they run 5 out of the 10 sched- 
uled weeks and get a club -shirt. 
The group meets every Monday 
at noon at the Health and Fitness 
Center from Sept. 22 to Nov. 27. 

For any questions about the 
President’s Running Club, con- 
tact Maureen Saliba at msaliba@ 
necc.mass.edu, for information 
on the Couch to 5k portion con- 
tact Jeff Bickford at jbickford@ 
necc.mass.edu and for informa- 
tion about the Walking Club con- 
tact Diana Mele at dmele@necc. 
mass.edu. 


Check out this story online at 
observer.nece.mass.edu for color 
photos and links. 


The President’s 


Running Club 


meets 


Mondays at noon 


at the 


_ Sport and 
Fitness Center 
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Sept. 22 through Nov. 27 
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NECC J a abies iphones is 
program taking 
students on trip 


Students invited to fall New England Newspaper 
and Press Association conference in Natick 


By Marisa MEREDITH 
Correspondent 

The 2014 New England 
Newspaper Conference is 
taking place in Natick, Mas- 
sachusetts on Oct. 9th, and it 
offers an exciting chance for 
NECC students to attend. 

Professor Amy Calla- 
han, program coordinator 
for NECC’s Journalism/ 
Communication depart- 
ment, says attending the 
conference is completely 
free for students, complete 
with lunch — the only catch 
is transportation is not pro- 

vided. 
i “You'll have to find your 
own,” she says. 

The conference, which is 
hosted in the Crowne Plaza 
Hotel, offers a plethora of 
lectures, from reviewing the 
usefulness of social media 


in the newroom to advising 
on how local newspapers 
can thrive. 

An awards luncheon will 
also be taking place, which 
includes the crowning of the 
2014 New England News- 
paper of the Year, according 
to their website, www.nen- 
pa.com 

NECC students are invit- 
ed to attend the conference 
for free apart from transpor- 
tation costs. 

Mary Jo Shafer, NECC 
instructor and faculty ad- 
viser for the Observer, has 
attended the conference 
for many years and recom- 
mends any student to take 
advantage of attending, 
even if they aren’t a journal- 
ism major. 

“It’s a great opportunity,” 
said Shafer. 


~ WHY TRANSFER TO 
QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY? 


NENPA also holds a win- 
ter conference each year in 
Boston, which NECC have 
also attended. 

Students majoring in 
journalism and communi- 
cations are already buzzing 
about the event, making 
time in their schedules to 
attend and rallying for car- 
pools. 

Those who are interested 
in attending must contact 
Professor Amy Callahan 
via email to register before- 
hand. She can be reached at 
acallahan@necc.mass.edu. 


The NENPA 
conference is 
an annual fall 
conference 


Just 2% hours from Northern 


Essex Community College is 


a student-oriented university 


devoted to academic excellence 


and a strong sense of community. 


Our majors include nationally 


ranked programs in arts and 


sciences, business, engineering, 


health sciences, nursing and 


communications. And we’re 


committed to using the credits 


you ve already earned. Visit 


www.quinnipiac.edu to see 


why Quinnipiac is your next step 


toward a bachelor’s degree and 


the career you want. 


QUINNIPIAG UNIVERSITY 
275 Mount Carmel Avenue 
Hamden, CT 06518-1908 
‘ 203-582-8612 * Toll Free: 1- 800-462-1944 
Transfer information: ak 9 are ec edu/transfer 


OPEN HOUSE 
DATES 
September 20, 2014 
October 18, 2014 


November t5, 2014 


breaking records 


By GasriELLA HERNANDEZ 
Correspondent 

Broken Record: Apple announced 
they sold 10 million of their new iPhone 
6 and iPhone 6 Plus over the weekend. 

Customers waited several hours and 
even days for the new iPhone. “Apple 
has definitely done it again,” said Sheila 
Pinales, a Dental Assistance major. The 
iPhone was released on Sept. 19. 

Changes include bigger screens for 
both new iPhones. The iPhone 6 screen 
is 4.7 inches diagonal and the iPhone 
6 Plus screen is 5.5. Many phone com- 
panies lately have been making bigger 
phones, and Apple finally joined in. 

“It’s awesome. Better screens, speak- 
ers, features and its faster,” said Carolina 
Ramirez, a human services student. 

Apple decided on a whole new design 
for the new iPhones. The 6 is 6.9mm thin 
and the 6 Plus is 7.1mm thin. This makes 
the new iPhones one of the slimmest 
phones in the market. 

New iOS 8 features include inter- 
active notifications that allow you to 
respond to texts, emails, calendar invi- 


tations, reminders and messages within 
apps such as twitter. 

Apple’s new iOS 8 introduces a new 
battery-monitoring feature. 

“The camera has a better sensor, 
which provides better quality pictures,” 
said Bryan Morales a freshman here at 
NECC. 

It also has a timer. Other features in- 
clude: third party keyboards, easier mail 
navigation, predictive typing and a new 
health app for managing health and fit- 
ness information. 

The iPhone is still Apple biggest 
product, accounting for about 70 percent 
of its profit. With a two-year contract the 
iPhone 6 price is $199 and the 6 Plus 
price is $299. 

“The price is perfect. A bang for your 
buck,” said Morales. Apple still has a lot 
of phones to compete with, like the Sam- 
sung galaxy S5, Sony Xperia Z2, LG and 
the G2. 

“Android is Apple’s biggest competi- 
tion. They have similar phones that have 
similar features,” said Hernandez. 


NECC should have a 
radio station 


By DuANE SHERMAN 


Correspondent 

Rocker Roger Waters once sang 
about hearing radio waves. There are 
no radio waves to be heard on NECC’s 
campus. Maybe it’s time to hear some. 

The best of the best in broadcasting 
have to start somewhere. But first, there 
are a few hurdles. Costs and funding, 
format and staff, and the benefits to the 
college and surrounding community are 
all necessary to start a radio station. An- 
other major itemis actually organizing a 
functional radio station. 

Radio engineer Mare Gordon said, 
for a terrestrial station, “go to a broad- 
cast supply company and buy a start up 
package. They have some modest set- 
ups”. 

A terrestrial station, a station that can 
be picked up on the FM radio dial, needs 
a transmitter. It should be at least 5,000 
watts, so that it can be heard in the com- 
munity that surrounds the school. There 
would be a cost of about $35,000 just for 
the transmitter alone. 

Gordon, former WFNX-FM engi- 
neer, thinks that today it makes more 
sense to go with an on-line presence. 

“You would need a whole lot less 
{money] for an online station not hay- 
ing [the cost of] the transmitter, but you 
would have streaming costs. Some big 
streaming companies charge big bucks 
to be on a major network”, says Gordon. 

Internet radio start up packages 
range from $4,000 to $17,000, a substan- 
tial savings over the cost of terrestrial. 

Online stations can also serve the 
community. Club listings and events 
of interest can be publicized . This can 
lead to sponsorships and donations from 
businesses within the community. 

Pledge drives also are a good source 
of revenue, as are generous alumni. The 
initial start up costs, after fund raising, 
would have to be shouldered by the col- 
lege. 

NECC student, Jenny Woodbury, 
who has just begun her second semester, 
thinks that a station on campus would be 


a wonderful idea. 

“Students can report on events that 
are happening on campus. Concert list- 
ings would be a great idea, too,” said 
Wodbury. 

Woodbury added that her drive in 
from Salisbury would be a good time to 
listen to the radio station in her car, if it 
were terrestrial. 

Most college stations go with an in- 
dependent format that includes alterna- 
tive, reggae, world beat, as well as local 
music thrown in for spice. 

The backbone is new music. Special- 
ty shows on blues and hip hop are also 
popular programming. 

Make no mistake about it, college ra- 
dio is noticed by the music industry, and 
in return, supports it vehemently. 

A campus radio station also brings 
the chance to have national acts perform 
on or near campus, benefiting NECC 
financially through ticket sales and con- 
cession revenues. 

The college can also benefit if the sta- 
tion is represented at national seminars, 
such as SXSW, South by Southwest, in 
Austin, Texas, or the New Music Semi- 
nar in New York City. 

These opportunities help to get the 
college’s name out to an audience that 
might not hear of it in any other way. 

Rick Ingham, head of the NECC 
Audio and Visual department has a more 
cost effective way to be heard. 

“If students and faculty want to 
broadcast, a podcast might be the way 
to go, since it can be downloaded,” said 
Ingham. 

Ingham also has a concern that en- 
thusiasm would begin to fade once the 
station is established, later compromis- 
ing talent available. Ingham would be 
willing to help the station in a technical 
advisor role. 

A broadcasting program in gener- 
al would be a great recruiting asset for 
NECC to consider. 

It’s also a great opportunity for public 
service, since by FCC law, a portion of 
the programming is set aside for it. 
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By NAME NAME 
Correspondent 


NECC to host its 


second annual 
Alumni Day; HR 
Derby among the 
events featured 


NECC will host its sec- 
ond annual Alumni Day for 
ex-baseball players on Sun- 
day, Oct. 19 on the Haverhill 
campus. Events include a 
home-run derby, an - alumni 
baseball game, and a barbeque. 
While only baseball alumni are 
allowed to play in the game, 
the home-run derby is open to 
all participants. The event will 
begin at 2 p.m. and last until 
6:30 p.m.. Participants for any 
event must register online before 
the event at eventbrite.com/e/ 
necc-baseball-alumni-event- 
tickets. Ticket sales will end on 
Octis: 


NECC Knights 
softball will be 
having a fall 
scrimmage today 


The Knights will be taking 
on Southern Maine on the soft- 
ball field behind the Sport and 
Fitness Center on Haverhill 
campus at 4:30 p.m. today. The 
Knights will be playing their 
second of two fall scrimmage 
games this fall in order to pre- 
pare for the upcoming season. 
Students can get a first look 
at the new recruits that coach 
Gillespie has brought in this 
year, and cheer the Knights on 
to victory. Admission is free. 


Signups available 
for many different 
intramural sports at 
NECC 


NECC offers many differ- 
ent intramural sports to its stu- 
dents. Check out the bulletin 
board in the lobby of the Sport 
and Fitness Center and sign up 
for sports such as soccer, flag 
football, volleyball, wiffle ball 
or ultimate frisbee. Students 
who don’t find the sport they 
are looking for can also start 
a signup sheet for the sport of 
their choosing. The Sport and 
Fitness Center has all the equip- 
ment you need to play available 
for you to use. 


Ping pong and 
foosball tourneys 


coming next month 


The Sport and _ Fitness 
Center will be hosting a ping 
pong tournament on Monday, 
Nov. 3 from noon to | p.m. and 
a foosball tournament on Friday, 
Nov. 14. Both events will take 
place in the lobby of the Sport 
and Fitness Center on Haverhill 
campus. All students are eli- 
gible to enter each tournament 
with a valid school ID. Prizes 
have yet to be determined. 


The Sports and Fitness Center 


has the right program for you 


Haverhill campus 
offers an exercise 


program for everyone 
By MIke ALONGI 
Sports Editor 

There are plenty of activities 
at the Sport and Fitness Center 
on Haverhill for students to par- 
ticipate in and to help get their 
blood flowing while dealing with 
classes and heavy workloads this 
semester. The school year can 
be stressful, and the Sport and 
Fitness Center can be a great 
place to unwind. 

The Sport and Fitness Center 
offers programs for all kinds of 
students, no matter their physical 
or schedule limitations. 

There are group programs 
available during the week 
throughout the semester, in- 
cluding functional movement, 
cardio-boxing, and bootcamp. 

The functional movement 


Photo by Mike Alongi 


Intramurals are a great part of campus life. Last Friday, a 
group of 16 students organized their own soccer game. 


class uses stretching and body- 
weight exercises to help create 


Not only is she strengthening our minds, 
she’s encouraging us to strengthen our 


bodies as well. 
- Chienell Coleman, NECC Student, 


on Professor Liliana Brand 


strength and mobility throughout 
the whole body, helping to pre- 
vent injury and improve general 
wellbeing. 

Cardio-boxing is an intense 
30-minute interval workout, im- 
plementing boxing techniques 
with three-minute rounds of 
workouts with one-minute rest 
periods in between. Utilizing a 
circuit training program, boot- 
camp offers a quick, high inten- 
sity, full body workout that tones 
muscle and burns calories. 

Each of these group programs 


have already begun their classes 
for the semester on Sept. 15, but 
there is no registration necessary, 
and new students are welcome 
anytime. 

Classes are offered at 
different points during the week 
in order to try to accommo- 
date student schedules, with 
functional movement being 
held on Thursdays at 11 a.m. in 
room D133, cardio-boxing on 
Tuesdays at noon in room D133, 
and bootcamp on Wednesdays at 
4:30 p.m. in room D133. 

The Sport and _ Fitness 
Center also offers a student 
personal training program where 
students can meet one on one 
with a student personal trainer. 
The trainers are usually move- 
ment science majors, although 
sometimes they include recent 
graduates as well. 

The program consists of meet- 
ing with a student personal trainer 
for one hour a week for 10 weeks. 
With their trainers, students will 
create and work to meet specif- 
ic personal fitness goals. These 
programs are generally for be- 
ginners, but all skill levels are - 
accepted. All programs are super- 
vised by Rob Parker, MS CSCS 
NSCA PT. 

Parker says that they are al- 
ways looking for new partici- 
pants at the Fitness Center, and 

Continued on page 11 


Knights softball poised for 
competitive season in 2015 


Returning starters 
and a host of new 
recruits look to 
bring NECC its first 
winning season 


By MIKE ALONGI 
Sports Editor 

The NECC Knights softball 
team is preparing for the second 
year in the program’s history, and 
their work has already begun this 
semester. The Knights will be 
playing a short scrimmage season 
this fall, with practice through 
October and highlighted by two 
scrimmage games, one on Tues- 
day, Sept. 30, against New Hamp- 
shire Technical Institute and an- 
other the next day, Wednesday, 


for the Knights, in the softball 
field next to the Sport and Fitness 
Center on the Haverhill campus. 

While the Knights would love 
to play more than two back-to- 
back scrimmage games this fall, 
that is all that is allowed by NJ- 
CAA protocol. In addition, once 
practices end this fall, coach 
Robert Gillespie won’t be able to 
have team activities all winter. 

However, many players on 
the softball team are planning 
to take part in a kickboxing 
club in order to stay fit over the 
winter break. Coach Gillespie 
fully supports this, saying that 
he “would just like to see them 
stay active.” Practice will begin 
again in mid-February, and more 
preparations for the main spring 
season will be made. 


...We look good so far and I really expect 
us to compete this year. 


- Robert Gillespie, 


Head Coach 


Softball 
___§ 55 


Oct, 1, against Southern Maine. 
Both games are home games 


The first season in the 
program’s history was mainly a 


Photo courtesy of the NECC Athletic Dept. 
The Knights have reloaded their roster this year, and the 


new additions should help the team get off the ground. 


building year. Unable to become 
a varsity team due to the uncer- 
tainty of fielding a full team, the 
Knights were classified as a club 
team, meaning they would not 
play a full schedule. With the 
addition of terrible weather last 
spring, the Knights were only 
able to play nine games all sea- 
son. This year will be different, 
however. The Knights have be- 


come a varsity squad this year, 
and coach Gillespie assures that 
they will play at least 20 games 
this spring season, a full sched- 
ule. 

The Knights are certainly 
looking to be competitive this 
spring with nine returning players 

Continued on page 11 


Group ody 
one-on-one personal 
training, open gym 
are some of many 


rograms available 
Continued from page 10 
_ welcome anyone to come in 
‘and use the equipment with a 
\valid school ID. 
In order to draw some of 
| these new members in, the pro- 
= offers small incentives 
achieving various workout 
goals through the 10 weeks. 
Students can win prizes such 
as headphones, a backpack or 
a Northern Essex sweatshirt. 
Parker hopes that these small 
incentives at the beginning 
will entice exercisers to stick 
with the program, and the fit- 
ness improvements will then 
speak for themselves. 
Students who are interested 
‘in the student personal train- 
ing program are encouraged 
to contact Rob Parker at (978) 
| 556-3823 or stop by the Sport 
jand Fitness Center in room 
D133 on the Haverhill cam- 


pus. 
One professor at the college 
has found an interesting way 


Gillespie addressed 
both pitching and 
hitting with his 2015 


recruiting class 
Continued from page 10 
from the first year of the 


ogram. 

In addition, Coach Gillespie 

has done a great job of recruit- 
ing, bringing in all-around tal- 
ent like Tarah Reilly of North 
Reading, who Gillespie said, 
“has a great glove in the field 
= knows how to swing the 
at.” 

Coach Gillespie will be 
bringing in six or seven re- 
cruits to the Knights’ team this 
year, and he fully expects the 
team to be competitive. Gilles- 
pie said, “we’ll really have a 
truer test with the scrimmage 

| games this week, but we look 
good so far and I expect us to 
really compete this year.” 

A big part of being compet- 
itive this season according to 
Gillespie is pitching. 

“To me, pitching is huge. 
We have a pitcher this year, 
which is what we were 


to get students involved with 
the Sports and Fitness Center. 
Professor Liliana Brand is a 
math professor who offers bo- 
nus points to students in her 
classes if they go. 

This includes group pro- 
grams, the student personal 
training programs, or just us- 
ing the gym and the facilities 


Brand’s plan to get students to 
use the Sport and Fitness Cen- 
ter. 

When asked about the bo- 
nus points opportunity, Park- 
er said, “she really values the 
health benefits, and also get- 
ting students involved on cam- 
pus, which is great for us.” 

Regular open gym hours 


[Professor Brand] really values the health 
benefits...which is great for us. 
- Rob Parker, Program Supervisor 
Sport and Fitness Center 


2 a 


at leisure. Twenty five visits to 
the gym in the semester will 
earn a student the bonus points 
from Brand. 

One student in one of Pro- 
fessor Brand’s calculus II 
classes, Chienell Coleman, is 
certainly enthused by the pros- 
pect of getting bonus points 
simply for getting exercise. 

Coleman said, “Not only is 


- she strengthening our minds in 


class, she is encouraging us to 
strengthen our bodies as well.” 
Rob Parker is also a fan of 


for the fall semester are 9 a.m. 
to 7 p.m., Monday through 
Thursday, and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
on Friday. 

Students who may be inter- 
ested in being active on cam- 
pus but don’t want to use the 
actual gym can participate in 
intramural sports. Sports such 
as soccer, flag football, vol- 
leyball and others are played 
throughout the week on the 
field in the courtyard outside 
of the Sport and Fitness Cen- 
ter and Spurk Building. Just 


Photo courtesy of the NECC Athletic Dept. 
Coach Gillespie has added new recruits for 2015 to help with 


all parts of the game, including pitching and hitting. 


missing,” said Gillespie. 

The pitcher he is referring 
to is one of the new recruits 
that Gillespie has, Nodine 
Webster. Webster, a Wells, 
Maine native, throws a lot of 


We have a pitcher this year, which is what 
we were missing. 
- Robert Gillespie, Head Coach 
Softball 


95 


strikes and is “a legit pitcher” 
according to Gillespie. 

He knows that the main 
problem last year was that the 
Knights had no good pitching, 
and it was almost entirely the 
reason they failed to win a 
game last year. 

Gillespie hopes that with 
the additions of Webster and 
the other recruits, as well as 
his stock of returning play- 
ers and a full offseason to get 
work in, the Knights are going 
to push forward in a big way 
this season. 
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Stay fit on the Haverhill campus 


by Mike Alongi 


Students are encouraged to sign up for their favorite 
programs in the lobby of the Sports and Fitness Center. 


last Friday, a group of 16 stu- 
dents of all backgrounds and 
genders organized themselves, 
picked teams, and had an hour- 
long soccer match on the field. 

Students interested in play- 
ing or signing up for intra- 


Another way coach Gilles- 
pie hopes to improve this year 
is having a better mental ap- 
proach to the game as a team, 


4 and playing the game with 


more flow and fluidity on the 
field. 

He is convinced that this 
will certainly be improved as a 


} result of their improved pitch- 


ing staff and additions to the 
lineup. 
These improvements will 


| speed up the game for the 
/ Knights, keeping all the play- 
} ers ultra-focused and fully in- 


vested in each game. 
Coach Gillespie is certainly 


| happy with the improvements 


his team has made since the 
first season of the program, but 
he also knows that his work 


| spreading the word about the 


softball team at Northern Es- 
sex is far from over. 

Gillespie is always recruit- 
ing, telling prospective play- 
ers about the advantages to not 
only playing softball at NECC, 
but also going to school there. 

“I’m a firm believer in the 
community college system, so 
it’s easy for me to tell players 
about the advantages of com- 
ing here,” said Gillespie. 

He has also been spending 
time talking to high schools 
about the program, and push- 
ing graduating seniors to come 
play for him. 

Gillespie knows about the 
issues that some students have 
with playing sports in college, 


mural sports should visit the 
recreation/intramurals bulletin 
board in the main lobby of the 
Sport and Fitness Center on 
Haverhill campus. All students 
are encouraged to participate. 


Coach Gillespie is excited for new 
2015 recruiting class, season 


whether it’s other commit- 
ments such as a job or classes. 
He would like to sit all of 
his players down with an ac- 
ademic advisor this winter so 
that they can work all of their 
class schedules in syne and 
have plenty of time for prac- 
tice and games in the spring. 


NECC Knights 
Fall Scrimmage 
Schedule 


Opponent Date/Time 


at NHTI 


Sept. 30/ 
4:30 p.m. 


Oct. 1/ 4:30 
p-m. 


vs Southern 
Maine 


This paper is your voice, 
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. installations on NECC c 


ampus 


Photo by Faith Gregory 
NECC art students frequently place art throughout NECC’s Haverhill campus to add a personal touch and artistic vibe to the community. 
Outside the library building on Haverhill campus, paper mache figures are seen swinging with a leaf blower. 
> 
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THERE'S SOMETEING SERIOUSLY. 
WRONG WITH YOUR RADAR. 


me. Lear more in one click at TIAA.org 
, . : or call 855 200-7243. 


se prt ten art ly in eg 


Consider investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses carefully before investing. Go to 
tiaa-cref.org for product and fund prospectuses that contain this and other information. Read 


carefully before investing, TIAA-CREF funds are subject to market and other risk factors. 
Past performance does not guarantee future results. 


